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GREAT 


TIME  MANAGEMENT  TIPS 


A  SOUND  THAT  SOARS  HIGHER 

AND  KICKS  HARDER 

THAN  EVER  BEFORE. 

Diamond  Rio  IV 


I  neir  new  albiu 
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"Walkiii"  Awav' 


Koi-  Loviiio  Voii, 


"A  rich  dose  of  the  Eagles  meets  George 
Jones  ineet:s  REM  -  with  a  touch  of 
Gram  Parsons.  Delicious.  And  big.  So  big. 
Ihey  could  use  Bono  for  a  Q-tip.  "  -Spin 

"Sheer  musicianship  separates  this 
group  from  the  pack.  They  earn  respect 


as  a  band  that  ncltudly  plays  if.s  own 
music  in  the  .<itiulio.  "  -USA  loday 

""Layered  roccd  luninonies.  sparklina; 
instnunentals  ami  hits  blessed  irifh  more 
hooks  Ihcui  a  tackle  bo.i:  " 

-KiikM-laiiiiiienl  Weekly 
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The  World's  Quickest 
Personality  Quiz 


Learn  a  little  about  what  makes  you  tick  in 
this  one-question  fun  quiz. 


cover  story 


on  The  Balancing  Act 

hU  FFA  meetings... basketball 
practice... homework.  How  do  you 
stay  on  top  of  it  all?  We'll  give 
you  a  few  pointers. 


FFA  Mission 

FFA  makes  a  positive  difference  in  the  lives  of  students 
by  developing  their  potential  for  premier  leadership, 
personal  growth  and  career  success  through 
agricultural  education. 

Agricultural  Education  Mission 
The  mission  of  Agricultural  Education 
is  to  prepare  and  support  individuals 
for  careers,  build  awareness  and 
develop  leadership  for  the  food, 
fiber  and  natural  resource  systems. 


i  n  Music  With  a  Message 

I  w  When  Jared  Tyler  Frederick 
of  Owasso,  Oklahoma,  mixes  his 
considerable  musical  talents  with 
his  boundless  enthusiasm  for 
FFA,  the  result  is  a  toe-tapping 
country  record  that  celebrates  the 
blue  and  sold  in  everv  chorus. 
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a  few  minutes  with 

Joe  Caffee 


Describe  your  FFA  career. 

Well,  I'm  from  the  South 
Adams,  Indiana,  FFA 
Chapter.  I  was  a  chapter 
officer,  though  I  never 
quite  achieved  my  goal  of 
becoming  chapter  presi- 
dent. I  was  Indiana  State 
Association  president  in 
1993-94. 

Who  has  been  the  greatest 
influence  on  your  life? 

My  grandpa  Caffee.  My 
grandparents  live  just 
down  the  road  from  us.  I 
grew  up  farming  with 
them.  I  wish  I  had  half  the 
energy  today  that  he  has 
at  80.  His  work  ethic  and 
positive  attitude  have  had 
a  really  strong  influence 
on  me.    He  has  two  artifi- 
cial knees  and  an  artificial 
hip,  so  we  welded  extra 
steps  so  he  can  still  get  up 
on  the  tractor.  He's  not 
about  to  quit. 

Why  did  you  decide  to 
run  for  national  office? 

I  feel  that  today  there  is  a 
really  strong  need  for  pos- 
itive peer  influence.  And 
that  is  something  I  have 
always  associated  with  the 
national  FFA  officers. 


Was  the  national  officer 
selection  process  tough? 

It  was  a  challenge,  but  I 
thoroughly  enjoyed  the 
process.  It  was  incredible 
how  it  made  me  look 
inside  myself.  You  had  to 
know  who  you  were  and 
what  drove  you  to  run  for 
a  national  office. 

What  is  your  goal  for 
your  year  as  a  national 
officer? 

I  want  to  help  FFA  mem- 
bers realize  that  there  is  a 
bright  future  in  the  agri- 
culture industry.  The 
opportunities  are  endless, 
and  people  need  to  be 
aware  of  that. 


What  are  the  high  points 
of  being  a  national  officer? 

Every  state  convention  I 
go  to  is  a  high  point.  It 
gives  me  a  chance  to 
reach  the  largest  amount 
of  members  and  meet 
the  most  people.  It  lets 
me  see  members  in 
action  and  find  out 
what  they  are  doing  in      ' 
their  home  chapters.  I 
really  get  an  energy 
boost  every  time  I  go  to 
a  state  convention. 


What  do  you  Uke  to  do  in 
your  spare  time? 

I  like  country  music;  my 
favorite  performer  is 
Chris  LeDoux.  I  also  read 
just  about  anything  I  can 
get  my  hands  on.  Believe  it 
or  not,  my  favorite  author 
is  Dr.  Seuss.  There  is  a  lot 
of  wisdom  in  his  work. 
For  example,  in  his  last 
book,  "Oh  The  Places 
You'll  Go,"  he  says  that 
every  day  we  have  all 
these  new  and  exciting 
opportunities  and  just 
need  to  be  aware  of  how 
to  take  advantage  of  them. 
I  really  love  basketball — 
to  play  it  and  watch  it. 
But  unfortunately,  I  don't 
get  much  chance  to  play 
these  days.  ■ 


>«£=rS3(IP* 


CUES 


i 


C 


2 


Name:  :-c  Caffee 

Age:  21 
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SAE:  Beef  and  t      •  .  ?i!M<3:iction; 

agricultural  proce^  .v>  sgriciil- 

tural  communicatioii 

College/major:  Purdut    Ir.i  je.--..?*:/ 

agricultural  education 


s&>*»*- 


Editor,  Jim  Scott;  Managing  Editor, 
Charles  l.aughlin;  Senior  Editor,  Michael 
Speck;  Associate  Editor,  Carlotta  Mast; 
Creative  Director,  Guy  Gangi;  Associate 
Creative  Director,  James  Van  Ffeteren; 
Art  Director,  Alicia  Fehrenbach; 
Designer,  Sean  Deason. 


National  President,  Seth  Derner,  HC60 
Box  67,  Bartlett,  NE  6S622;  National 
Secretary,  Cody  Wagner,  159  Upper 
Prairie  Dog  Road,  Banner,  WY  82832; 
National  Vice  Presidents,  D.  Joe 
CaHee,  3715  E.  900  South,  Geneva, 
IN  46740;  Bill  Catania,  57  N.  Gale 
Street,  Westfield,  NY  14787;  Clara- 
Leigh  Horn,  3433  Greenport  Road, 
Ashville,  AL  35953;  Andrew  McCall, 
7727  Wycomb  Lane,  Houston,  TX 
77070. 


Larry  Case,  Chair,  USDE,  Virginia; 
David  Cox,  Teacher  Educator/USDE, 
Arizona;  James  Craft,  Executive 
Secretary/USDE,  Illinois;  Marian 
Fletcher,  State  Supervisor,  Arkansas; 
David  Hopson,  Agriculture 
Teacher/USDE,  Massachusetts;  Les 
Olsen,  State  Supervisor,  Kansas; 
Edward  Smith,  State  Supervisor, 
Oklahoma;  EdwartI  Stephens, 
Agriculture  Teacher/USDE,  Missouri; 
Randy  Trivette,  State  Supervisor,  New 
Jersey. 


National  Advisor,  Chief  Executive 
Officer,  Larry  Case;  Executive 
Secretary,  Coleman  Harris;  Chief 
Operating  OHicer,  Bernie  Staller; 
National  Treasurer,  K.  Eugene  Eulinger; 
Team  Leaders-Student  Services  & 
Magazine,  Jim  Scott;  Teacher  Services, 
Randy  Bernhardt;  Partner  Relations, 
Joyce  Winterton;  Sponsor  Relations, 
Doug  Butler;  Human  &  Fiscal 
Resources,  Lennie  Gamage; 
Communication  Resources,  William 
Sta^;  Distribution  Resources,  Janet 
Lewis  and  James  Long;  FFA  Ventures, 
Dennis  Shafer. 


FFA  advisors:  Rich  Boerner, 
Washington;  Dean  Folkers,  Nebraska; 
Vicki  Lantz,  Pennsylvania;  Woodie 
Pugh,  Alabama;  FFA  executive  secre- 
tary: Kent  Boggs,  Oklahoma;  FFA 
members:  J.  Ryan  Bertao,  California; 
Lynn  Boughton,  Illinois;  Janet  Hayes, 
Pennsylvania;  Ruthie  Webb,  Georgia. 
Jennifer  Messenger,  Frank  Saldana, 
National  FFA  staff. 


Jack  Keller,  National  Sales  Manager 
191  South  Gary  Avenue 
Carol  Stream,  IL  60188 
708/462-2338 

I  lA  h',-:,  ;;..;,■,.„..  (ISSN  1069-806X) 
is  prepared  and  published  bimonthly  by 
ABC/Capital  Cities  on  behalf  of  the 
National  FFA  Organization,  5632 
Mount  Vernon  Memorial  Highway,  RO. 
Box  15160,  Alexandria,  VA  22309- 
0160,  in  cooperation  with  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education  as  a  service 
to  state  and  local  agricultural  education 
agencies.  Periodical  postage  rate  is 
paid  at  Alexandria,  VA  and  additional 
mail  offices. 

ro    IK  ;;  111,:  Address  all  correspon- 
dence to:  FFA  New  Horizons,  5632 
Mount  Vernon  Memorial  Highway,  P.O. 
Box  15160,  Alexandria,  VA  22309- 
0160. 

;  Ul;:  i-|,in  li'l ■':  $5.00  per  year  in 
U.S.  and  possessions  (FFA  members 
$1.75  paid  with  dues).  Single  copy 
$1.50;  five  or  more  75  cents  each. 
Foreign  subscriptions,  $8.00. 
Copyright  1996  by  the  National  FFA 
Organizatkin. 

TJ?e  National  FFA  Organization  affirms 
its  belief  in  the  value  of  human  beings 
and  seeks  diversity  in  its  memtjership, 
leadership  and  staff  as  an  equal 
opportunity  employer. 


fasttrack 

National  officers  on  tour 


Casting  a  big  sliadow 

Nationai  FFi  otHcers  m  tnsidd  tiit;  kiotiH  im  d  day 


National  FFA  President  Seth  Derner  meets  with  President  Bill  Clinton 
and  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Dan  Glickman  in  Washington,  D.C. 


It  was  a  learning  experi- 
ence for  both  sides.  For 
one  very  busy  day  ear- 
lier this  year,  the  national 
FFA  officer  team  shad- 
owed top  officials  of  the 
United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture,  gaining  a 
sense  of  the  hectic  pace  of 
their  typical  work  days 
and  of  the  important  poli- 
cy decisions  they  must 
make  on  a  daily  basis. 

National  FFA  President 
Seth  Derner  spent  the  day 
with  Agriculture 
Secretary  Dan  Glickman, 
and  the  experience  was 
both  exhausting  and 
exhilarating. 

"Secretary  Glickman 
had  such  a  tremendous 
schedule  for  the  day  and 
yet  he  took  time  to  ask 
questions  about  me  and 
FFA,  and  he  made  sure  I 


was  involved  in  everything 
that  he  participated  in," 
Seth  says.  "I  was  pleasant- 
ly surprised  to  see  how 
much  a  cabinet  member  of 
the  U.S.  government  cared 
about  people  and  about 
our  organization.  Too 
often,  I  think  we  find  it 
easy  to  create  a  negative 
perception  of  those  in  the 
federal  government,  but 
this  experience  proved  to 
me  that  most  officials 
really  do  care  and  are  try- 
ing to  do  the  right  thing." 

Seth  and  Secretary 
Glickman  blazed  through 
a  punishing  schedule  that 
day,  which  apparently  is 
fairly  typical  for 
Glickman,  a  former  con- 
gressman from  Wichita, 
Kansas.  The  day  started 
with  a  reception  hosted  by 
Maryland  FFA  members. 


Then  it  was  on 
through  a  tightly 
packed  agenda 
of  meetings, 
speeches  and 
strategy  sessions 
where  Glickman 
had  to  stay  on 
top  of  issues 
ranging  from  the 
environmental 
impact  of  the 
Farm  Bill  to  the 
effect  of  trade 
policies  on  the 
potato  industry. 
Nevertheless, 
Seth  and 
Secretary 
Glickman  did 
manage  to  squeeze  in 
lunch  at  McDonald's. 

Seth  clearly  gained  an 
appreciation  for  the 
demands  of  the  secretary's 
job.  What  did  he  hope 
Secretary  Glickman 
would  learn  from  the 
experience? 

"Secretary  Glickman 
was  not  an  FFA  member  in 
school  in  Wichita  growing 
up,  so  I  hope  he  learned 
how  tremendous  an 
impact  FFA  makes  on  peo- 
ple's lives,"  Seth  says.  "I 
believe  that  he  better 
appreciates  how  FR\  is 
preparing  future  leaders 
for  the  agriculture  industry 
and  for  our  communities." 
The  absolute  high  point 
of  the  day  came  during 
the  late  morning,  when 
Seth  was  introduced  to 
President  Bill  Clinton  and 
Vice  President  Al  Gore, 
both  of  whom  had  been 
addressing  a  conference  at 


Washington's  historic 
Willard  Hotel. 

"When  President 
Clinton  finished  speaking, 
he  walked  directly  to  me 
to  shake  my  hand.  I  was 
in  awe!  The  president 
knew  the  blue  jacket  was 
FFA  and  was  a  symbol  of 
youth,  the  future  and  agri- 
culture leadership!"  Seth 
says.  It  didn't  end  there.  A 
short  time  later.  Secretary' 
Glickman  brought  Seth 
over  for  a  more  formal 
introduction  to  the  presi- 
dent and  vice  president. 
"It  almost  didn't  seem  like 
it  could  have  been  real," 
Seth  says. 

Seth  wasn't  the  only 
national  officer  to  job 
shadow  at  the  USDA.  Each 
team  member  was  paired 
with  a  high-ranking 
agency  official.  Eastern 
Region  Vice  President  Bill 
Catania,  for  example, 
experienced  the  demands 
of  agricultural  law,  a 
career  interest  of  his,  by 
spending  the  day  with 
USDA  General  Counsel  Jim 
Giililand.  Gilliland  is  the 
top-ranking  attorney  at  the 
USDA  and  advises  the  sec- 
retan.-  on  all  legal  issues. 

"It  helped  me  to  see 
that  agricultural  law  isn't 
as  pretty  as  people 
think,"  Bill  says.  "Mr. 
Gilliland  works  70  to  80 
hours  a  week.  Law 
careers  are  painted  to  be 
very  glamorous,  but  it 
isn't  always  that  way.  FF.\ 
members  should  know 
how  hard  our  representa- 
tives in  D.C.  work."  ■ 
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The  FFA  flame  still  burns 


c 
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AS  I  waited  for  a 
recent  appointment, 
I  found  the 
January/February  copy  of 
FFA  New  Horizons  on  the 
magazine  table. 

I  cannot  tell  you  enough  of 
the  warm-hearted  feeling  i 
fsH  as  I  reminisced  about 
E      isys  as  a  member  of 
ttie  :■  ■!  ?:hapter  in 

Pojoaqu  of  Santa 

Fe.  Thougk.  iated 

f '■cm  farming  as  .■  ■:  sj-eer,  I 
have  enjoyed  greai. 
opportunities  to  serve  tlte 
Santa  Fe  fire  departmt::nt 
in  all  ranks  from  firefightt,- 
to  fire  chief. 

I  have  always  believed  the 
leadership  the  FFA 


afforded  me  was 
unquestionably  an 
influence  in  my  life  and 
career.  As  a  young  man,  I 
dreamed  of  being  a  state 
or  national  officer.  In  my 
own  way,  I  realized  this 
dream  when  I  was  named 
Instructor  of  the  Year  by 
the  Society  of  Fire  Service 
Instructors  during  the 
annual  Rre  Department 
Instructors  Conference.  As 
I  stood  before  a  crowd  of 
7,000  fire  officers  from 
around  the  world,  I  could 
not  help  but  remember 
attending  the  national  FFA 
convention  back  in  1974. 

FFA,  I  thank  you  for  the 
foundation  you 
established  in  me  from 


which  I  draw  every  day. 

Peter  Duran 

Deputy  State  Fire  Marshal 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico 

Editor's  Note:  We 
appreciate  your  support, 
Mr.  Duran!  Your  letter 
proves  that  FFA  is  not 
just  for  agriculturists,  but 
for  future  leaders  across 
all  occupations  and  walks 
of  life.  Whether  an  FFA 
member  becomes  a 
farmer  or  a  fire  marshal, 
the  premier  leadership, 
personal  growth,  and 
career  success  fostered  by 
our  organization  truly 
last  a  lifetime. 


Name  that  'toon 

Charlie's  back,  but  he  still 
needs  your  help  to  name 
his  all-new  cartoon  strip. 
So  when  you're  finished 
reading  all  of  the  stories 
in  FFA  New  Horizons, 
turn  to  Last  Laff  and  send 
in  your  favorite  title  for 
Charlie's  strip.  Then 
watch  for  your  next  issue 
and  see  if  your  choice  is 
the  big  winner! 


FFA  New 

Horizons 
wants  you 

Has  your  chapter  ever 
been  featured  in  FFA 
New  Horizons}  What 
about  your  fellow 
members?  If  not,  we  want 
your  stories  for  FFA  in 
Action  and  FFA  Stars. 
Whether  it's  about  a 
fund-raiser,  a  chapter  trip 
or  someone  deserving 
special  recognition,  let  us 
hear  from  you.  Just  write 
a  few  brief  sentences  on 
the  Action  story  or  the 
Star  nomination 
(including  names,  dates 
and  any  details),  throw  in 
a  good  snapshot  or  two 
and  send  it  all  in  to  FFA 
New  Horizons,  5632 
Mount  Vernon  Memorial 
Highway,  P.O.  Box 
15160,  Alexandria,  VA 
22309-0160.  We'll  do 
our  best  to  include  your 
submission  in  an 
upcoming  issue.  ■ 


FFA^tars 

Membe^""^^'"^  ^  difference 


Time  for 
television 

Public  television  is 
always  in  need  of 
funding.  So  Blain 
17-yeai^old  Andei 
FFA  member  pitc 
in  by  raising  a  mi 
lamb  and  donating 
proceeds  to  KIXE, 
local  public  televi 
station.  The  lamb' 
donated  by  the  SI 
College  Farm  Pol; 
sheep  project.  Bl 
interest  in  commiii 
service  extends  t 
his  leadership  of  t 
chapter's  commun 
service  project,  hi 
membership  on  a  . 
that  promotes  ag  edu 
tion  in  local  middh 
schools  and  his  p 
pation  in  livestocl. 
bitions  for  area 
elementary  schr' 

This  FFA  Star 
raises  gekko  liza 
sale  at  pet  stores 
teaches  martial  ai 
community  youth.. 

Nominated  by  Richai 


ML 
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Tougli  to  beat 


Russ  Lotspeich,  a  senior,  was  a  nation- 
al finalist  in  the  Wendy's  High 
School  Heisman  All-American  con- 
test. Not  only  is  Russ  (pictured,  left)  all-dis- 
trict and  all-region  in  football,  he's  captain 
of  his  high  school  baseball  team,  too.  Off 
the  field,  Russ  keeps  up  a  high  GPA  while 
taking  advanced  placement  courses  in  cal- 
culus and  English.  In  addition,  he  mentors 
elementary-aged  students  through  the  PALS 
program  and  competes  in  parliamentary 
procedure  and  livestock  judging  in  FFA. 

Russ'  teammate  and  fellow  FFA  member 
Alanthus  White  (pictured,  right)  is  also  a 
football  team  captain  (and  basketball  team 
captain)  and  was  similarly  named  to  all- 
district  and  all-region  football  squads.  A 
senior,  Alanthus  serves  as  FFA  chapter  sen- 
tinel and  chairman  of  the  chapter's  com- 


munity service  committee.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  parliamentary  procedure,  forestry 
and  soil  teams.  Over  the  holidays,  this  FF.-\ 
Star  spearheaded  the  chapter's  food  drive, 
which  fed  600  needy  families.   ■' 

Nominated  by  Howard  Hill,  advisor 


KANSAS 


NEW   HAMPSHIRE 


Marie  Pabst 

Combining  horsemanship 
with  communication 

skills,  Marie,  a  16-year- 
old  junior  from  the  Colby 
FFA  Chapter,  currently 
reigns  as  both  Thomas 
County  Rodeo  Queen 
and  the  1996  National 
Little  Britches  Rodeo 
Association  (NLBRA) 
Queen.  The  NLBRA  is  one 
of  the  oldest  junior  rodeo 
associations  in  the  U.S. 
and  Canada.  1* 


Kimberly  Hannum 

In  addition  to  competing 
on  New  Hampshire's  first 
female  tractor-driving 
team,  and  holding  various 
offices  in  the  Pinkerton 
Academy  FFA  Chapter, 
Kimberly  was  named  her 
state's  Outstanding 
Vocational-Technical 
High  School  Student  of 
the  Year.  ^ 

Nominated  by  C.  Peter 
Mortenson 


Rockwell  Cit>-Lytton  FF.\ 
member  .Andy  Zinnel  main- 
tains an  active  schedule 
of  ag-related  activities. 
He's  chapter  sentinel,  mem- 
ber of  the  livestock  judging 
team  and  an  award-winner 
in  public  speaking.  Andy  is 
also  involved  in  4-H;  the 
Rockwell  Cin,-L\tton  bas- 
ketball team  and  art  club; 
and  the  Iowa  and  National 
Junior  Maine- Anjou 
Associations.  And  he  does 
it  all  while  overcoming  the 
adversipi"  of  spina-bifida.^ 
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FFA  action 
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NATIONAL   FFA   ORGANIZATION 


Notes  from  the  Web 


It's  School-To-Work 
with  Miss  America 
and  FFA 


New  Smyrna  Beach  Senior 
FFA  members  Janelle  Ciaffoni, 
Sarah  Hall,  David  Luznar  and 
Debra  Poveromo  and  New 
Smyrna  Beach  High  School 
principal  Kevin  Tucker  thank 
Miss  America  Shawntel  Smith 
for  helping  to  kick-off  the 
national  School-To-Work  program 
with  Florida  students. 


Recently,  four  members  of 
the  New  Smyrna  Beach 
Senior  FFA  Chapter  participat- 
ed in  a  School-To-Work 
presentation  featuring  Miss 
America  Shawntel  Smith. 
Smith,  who  also  spoke  at  last 
year's  national  FFA  convention,  discussed  the  importance  of 
preparing  for  life  after  secondary  school.  In  turn,  the  FFA 
members  demonstrated  classroom  skills  necessary  for  the 
successful  transition  from  school  to  the  workplace.  The 
members  also  presented  Smith  with  a  certificate 
of  appreciation  for  her  visit  and  for  her  dedication 
to  this  far-reaching  program. 


Last  month,  we  showed  you  how 
FFA  members  across  the  country 
are  busy  surfing  the  'Net.  We  also 
introduced  you  to  the  National 
FFA  Organization's  home  page  on 
the  World  Wide  Web.  The  home 
page  can  be  found  at  http://www. 
ffa.org.  Check  it  out  soon! 

Here  are  a  few  comments  from 
members  and  alumni  who've 
already  taken  a  peek: 


Submitted  by  Debra  Poveromo 


Send  ^0  per  cassette  and  ^5  per  CD  along  with  ^  for 
shipping  to: 


VisionnfBlue 


41k. 


call  918.1 


P.O.  Box  6336/TUIsa,  OK/74148 


,} 


i  (Under  U    . '\v  aSd,  parental  permission  required  to  call)< 

'  Also,  find  w ' '  ^siutthe  Vision  of  Blue  Media  Project  Let 
your  chapter      li^iit  FFA,  learn  career  development  skills 
and  put  the  FUi       ^nn^ 
fundraisingaflatiii^ 
same.time!  f'    f; 


"Great  to  see  FFA  on  the  Web.  it 
is  encouraging  to  see  the  organi- 
zation keeping  up  with  the  times. 
I'll  be  visiting  regularly  to  see 
what's  going  on.  (fopefully,  this  will 
become  a  good  place  to  keep  up  with  cur- 
rent information  as  well  as  alumni  news." 

John  W.  Rose 

1983-84  State  Vice  President,  Cookeville, 
Tennessee 

"Hello  from  Mountain  View  FFA!  I  think  this 
website  is  fantastic.  I  will  definitely  come 
back  to  use  a  lot  of  the  info  for  encouraging 
students  or  getting  new  people  to  join  FFA. 
FFA  is  great!" 

Wendy  May 

Mountain  View  FFA,  Mesa,  Arizona 

"As  a  way  to  enhance  our  chapter  newslet- 
ter, I  think  I  would  like  to  include  a  section 
about  what  is  going  on  in  the  nation  and/or 
news  from  other  chapters.  FFA  Online  is  a 
great  way  to  share  information  about  agri- 
culture to  the  world." 

Joia  Jones 

Pioneer  FFA,  San  Jose,  California 

While  we're  talking  about  the  Internet,  we 
need  to  update  you  on  last  issue's  cover 
story  "Agventures  in  Cyberspace."  Richard 
Gallo,  of  the  East  Brunswick,  New  Jersey, 
FFA  Chapter,  tells  us  his  chapter's  World 
Wide  Web  address  has  changed.  The  new 
address  is:  http://pages.prodigy.com/FFA.html. 


918.742.824 
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SOUTH   DAKOTA 


A  big  week  in  Watertown 

The  Lake  Area  Multi-District  FFA 

of  Watertown,  South  Dakota, 

commemorated  National  FFA  Week 

(Feb.  17-24)  with  a  jam-packed 

schedule  of  events.  They  kicked  off 

the  excitement  by  working  on 

career  development,  preparing  for 

upcoming  contests  and  showing 

freshman  members  the  proper  way 

to  tie  their  official  FFA  ties.  Next, 

members  had  their  photo  taken  for 

the  local  newspaper  and  a  few  lucky 

spokespersons  were  interviewed  on  the  local  radio  station.  Chapter 

officers  even  visited  city  hall,  where  Watertown's  mayor  signed  an 

official  proclamation  declaring  it  National  FFA  Week.  Finally,  the 

chapter  wrapped  up  its  fun-filled  week  by  sharing  donuts  with  loca 

businesses  who  support  FFA. 

Submitted  by  Heidi  Laiigenfeld  and  Jim  Madsen 


FFA  chapter  offi- 
cers pay  a  visit  to 
city  hall  to  watch 
the  mayor  sign  an  official  National 
FFA  Week  proclamation.  Left  to 
right:  Amber  Layton,  treasurer; 
Heidi  Langenfeld,  president;  Laura 
Bruns,  vice  president;  Nathan  Graf, 
sentinel;  Jim  Madsen,  reporter; 
Feather  Webb,  secretary;  Craig 
Weinkauf,  advisor.  Seated: 
Watertown  Mayor  Brenda  Barger. 


What's  on 
your  piate? 

Neil  Schneider,  Arizona  state  exec- 
utive secretary,  is  the  proud  owner 
of  this  one-of-a-kind  license  plate. 
As  you  can  see,  he  truly  considers 
every  day  an  FFA  Day! 


YousM  behere! 

Remember  to  send  your  summer- 
time stories  to  FFA  in  Action. 
Whether  it's  a  camping  trip,  a 
chapter  outing  or  a  community 
service  project,  let  other  FFA  mem- 
bers know  in  an  upcoming  issue! 


BEGINS  HERE! 

Map  It...    Plan  It...   Track  It... 

\isAg '  ni)\\  gi\'c>  \ou  the  touls  it  tai<es  to  get  into 
precision  farming  at  introductory  prices.  Order  now 
to  begin  optimizing  input  usage  and  improving  your 
operating  efficiencies  and  profitabilit)'. 

VisAg "  1.5  Map  Driven  Software 

•  Records  and  reports  all  tasks  and  expenses 

•  Streamlines  reporting  to  go\ernment  agencies 

VisAg"  Customized  Mapping 

•  Gco-rcfcrcnccd,  color-coded  maps  of  your  farming 
operation,  down  to  tlie  last  acre 

•  Ideal  for  planning,  assigning  tasks,  directing  suppliers 
and  har\esters,  and  recording  field  activities 

Designed  for  Windows'^  3.1/Windows-'  NTA/Vindo^vs-  95 
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.CROP  GROWERS 
^  SOFTWARE,  INC. 


Visual  Solutions  for 
Precision  Agriculture 


Ofd«r  your  VisAg"  Software  TOOAY! 

1-800-381-6617 


interyj^YV 


McPeak  speaks 

Holly  McPeak  is  the  hottest  player  In  the  Olympics'  hottest  sport. 
She's  determined  to  win  the  gold  medal... or  dive  trying. 


What  can  you  learn 
from  someone 
who  spends  10 
months  a  year  on  the 
beach?  Well,  if  that  person 
happens  to  be  Holly 
McPeak:  self-discipline, 
determination  and  grace 
under  pressure. 


c 
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Holly  McPeak 


McPeak,  a  southern 
California  native,  is  one 
of  America's  top  beach 
volleyball  players  and  a 
gold  medal  favorite  at 
this  summer's  Olympic 
Games  in  Atlanta.  In  her 
sport's  first  year  as  a 
medal  event,  McPeak — a 
fast,  dt  i-nsive  backcourt 
player — .r^J.  teammate 
Nancy  Re       -a  tall, 
powerful  a  I  who 

dominates  th.        — will 
go  head-to-hea      ; gainst 
stiff  competition 
around  the  world.       ihe 
meantime,  she  spent 
time  talking  with  FFA 
New  Horizons. 


How  old  were  you  when 
you  started  playing 
volleyball? 

I  first  picked  up  a  volley- 
ball when  I  was  about  10. 
I  started  playing  organized 
volleyball  in  seventh  grade, 
and  this  is  my  sixth  year 
playing  professionally. 

Do  you  play  other  sports? 
I  played  soccer  in  high 
school  and  used  to  run 
lOK's,  but  volleyball  has 
always  been  my  love. 

Describe  the  sport  of 
beach  volleyball. 

Well,  beach  volleyball  is 
played  in  soft  sand  on  a 
regulation-size  volleyball 
court.  But  there's  only  two 
players  per  side  so  it's 
very  physically  challeng- 
ing. You  have  to  be  a 
smart,  well-rounded  play- 
er to  cover  the  same 
ground  that  six  people 
cover  indoors. 

How  does  it  feel  to  be 
playing  in  the  Summer 
Olympic  Games? 

The  Olympics  is  such  a 
special  event.  I've  watched 
it  on  TV  for  so  long,  and 
the  feeling  people  get 
when  they  win  gives  me 
chills.  It  makes  me  want 
to  do  the  same  thing.  Plus, 
we're  playing  in  our  coun- 
try and  I'm  really  excited 
and  proud  to  represent 
the  United  States. 

In  southern  California, 
beach  volleyball  receives 


a  lot  of  attention.  How 
do  you  feel  about  all 
the  attention  your  sport 
will  receive  on  the 
Olympic  stage? 
I  think  it's  great.  We're 
going  to  help  spread 
beach  volleyball  around 
the  world  when  people 
watch  us  in  Atlanta.  We 
consider  ourselves  'ambas- 
sadors of  the  sport.' 

What  about  handling 
all  the  pressure? 
To  tell  you  the  truth,  the 
only  pressure  we  feel 
comes  from  within.  We 
know  we're  the  strongest 
team  in  the  world,  so  we 
just  have  to  play  our  game 
and  we'll  be  fine. 

How  important  is  com- 
munication between  you 
and  your  partner? 

Well,  it's  very  important 
because  in  the  Olympics, 
we're  not  allowed  to  have 
a  coach  on  the  sidelines. 
So  communicating  and 
recognizing  our  oppo- 
nents' weaknesses  and 
strengths  is  important 
— so  we  can  do  something 
about  it  right  away. 

You  and  partner  Nancy 
Reno  dominated  the  pro 
circuit  last  year  with  11 
consecutive  tournament 
victories.  What  advice  do 
you  have  for  FFA  mem- 
bers looking  for  the 
competitive  edge? 
Number  one,  play  your 
sport  whenever  you  can. 


Don't  wait  for  your 
sport's  season  to  practice. 
After  all,  the  more  you 
play;  the  better  you  get. 
Also,  in  high  school, 
don't  worry  about  spend- 
ing lots  of  time  in  the 
weight  room.  Don't  push 
your  body  with  weight- 
lifting.  Instead,  do 
exercises  like  push-ups 
and  sit-ups  which  build 
your  strength  naturally. 
Preventive  exercises 
(in  my  case,  shoulder 
rolls)  are  also  important. 
But,  again,  the  best  thing 
to  do  is  just  play  the 
sport  itself. 

You  earned  a  college 
degree  from  UCLA. 
How  important  is  an  edu- 
cation today,  even  for  a 
pro  athlete  like  yourself? 
Oh,  it's  super-important. 
Above  all,  you  have  to 
take  your  education  seri- 
ously. Injuries  can  end 
athletic  careers  'like  that,' 
so  you  have  to  develop 
your  mind.  You  can 
always  fall  back  on  your 
education.  ■ 


Age:  27 

Birthplace:  Hollywood, 

California 

Years  Pro:  6 

High  School:  Mira  Costa, 

Manhattan  Beach, 

California  '87 

College:  UCLA 

Degree:  B.A.,  English  '92 

Recent  Awards:  1995 

Women's  Pro  Volleyball 

Association  Most 

Valuable  Player  and  Top 

Defensive  Player 


WcPeak,  U.S. 
lympic  Beach  Vofle 
Team  member,  first 
'^ed  up  a  volleyball 
'     10.  Today,  at  27, 
e  competes  in  such 
'"■"s  as  Indonesia,  i 
Braai;-  Korea,  Japan, 
Portugal  and  Australia 


*»^, 


Catch  a  rising  countri 
who  puts  a  iittie  FFA  ir 
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I  Owens,  Autumn 
llEer  and  Jared  Tyler 

'""¥>ase. 


by  iVIichael  Specie 


^ 


music  star 
ivery  chorus 


Jared  Tyler  Frederick  may 
not  be  a  household  name 
like  George  Strait.  And  he 
may  not  be  launching  a 
world  tour  like  Brooks  & 
Dunn.  But  if  the  buzz  sur- 
rounding his  debut  record- 
ng  is  any  indication,  this  FFA  member 
from  Owasso,  Oklahoma,  is  definitely 
a  country  music  artist  to  watch. 

Jared  (who  performs  under  the 
name  Tyler)  and  his  vocal  ensemble — 
including  Burlington  FFA  member 
Kiley  Reiger,  Canadian  FFA  member 
Autumn  McEntire,  and  Buddy  Owens, 
a  freshman  at  Central  State 
University — recently  released  their 
first  professional  recording  at  the 
Oklahoma  state  FFA  convention. 
Throughout  Vision  of  Blue. ..Heart  of 
Gold,  the  artists'  enthusiasm  for  FFA 
comes  shining  through,  song  after 
song.  The  record  is  sure  to  draw 
attention  to  FFA  from  country  music 
overs  everywhere. 

The  project  actu- 
ally began  months 
before  the  conven- 
tion, when  the  18- 
year-old  singer/song- 
writer/guitarist was 
looking  for  a  way  to 
give  something  back 
to  the  organization 
he  loves  so  much. 
.\fter  meeting  with 
representatives  of 
the  Oklahoma  FFA 
about  his  idea,  Jared 
enlisted  the  help  of 
friend  and  mentor 
Michael  Garrett,  a 
Tulsa-based  record 
producer.  With  a 
third  partner,  they 
formed  Moo  Town 
Records  and  began 
making  a  record. 

The  first  step  was 
simple:  calling  fellow 
FFA  members  and 
inviting  them  to  sing. 
Through  perfor- 
mances at  state  conventions,  FFA  ban- 
quets and  even  the  national  FFA  con- 
vention, Jared  had  formed  close  ties 
with  a  number  of  members  who  fit 
the  bill.  And  everyone  was  eager  to 
help  out. 

"I  was  absolutely  thrilled  when 
Jared  asked  me  to  sing  on  Vision  of 
Blue. ..Heart  of  Gold."  Autumn 


Autumn  McEntire 
(left)  and  Jared 
Tyler  sell  copies 
of  their  recording 
to  fellow  FFA 
members  at  the 
Oklahoma  state 
FFA  convention. 
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McEntire  says.  "After  listening  to 
the  songs,  I  got  the  feeHng  that  this 
was  going  to  be  big!" 

Once  the  talent  was  in  place, 
Jared  chose  the  record's  10  songs — 
a  mix  of  upbeat,  sing-along  songs 
and  softer,  motivational  ballads.  He 
even  co-wrote  half  of  the  songs  him- 
self (Garrett  penned  the  other  half), 
drawing  inspiration  from  artists  like 
the  bluegrass  band  New  Grass 
Revival,  pop  singer  James  Taylor 
and  country  music  superstar  Garth 
Brooks.  In  fact,  while  attending  a 
guitar  camp  last  year,  Jared  had  the 
chance  to  meet  his  idol  at  a  camp- 
fire  sing-along  on  Brooks'  sprawling 
Tennessee  ranch. 

With  song  list  in  hand,  Jared  and 
Garrett  headed  to  Nashville.  It  was 


best  musicians  in  the  business,  and 
playing  guitar.  I  had  to  overcome 
my  fear  of  messing  up  and  give  it 
my  best  shot.  And  I'm  happy  to  say 
I  think  it  turned  out  pretty  good!" 

With  music  tracks  in 
hand,  it  was  back 
to  Garrett's  record- 
ing studio  in  Tulsa 
to  add  the  vocals. 
At  last,  the  final 
mix  was  wrapped  up 
back  in  Nashville  and 
the  master  was  sent  to 
the  manufacturer  to 
produce  the  actual  com- 
pact discs  and  cassettes. 

Besides  spearheading  the  artistic 
and  technical  elements  in  this  pro- 
ject, Jared  found  himself  using 
many  of  the  leadership 
skills  he  had  learned  in 
FFA  to  promote  the 
record  with  investors  and 
audiences  alike. 

"Really,  when  you  think 
about  It,  what  we're  doing 
is  not  that  different  than 
bringing  crops  or  livestock 
to  the  market,"  he  says. 
"Music  is  a  kind  of  food 
for  the  soul.  Instead  of 
raising  lambs,  I  guess 
we're  raising  songs." 

If  this  ambitious  musi- 
cian has  it  his  way,  a  lot 
of  people  will  enjoy  the 
songs  he's  carefully 
"raised."  In  fact,  Jared's 
goal  is  to  sell  50,000 
copies  of  Visio?i  of 
Blue... Heart  of  Gold 
when  all  is  said  and  done. 

To  get  there,  he's  al- 
ready established  a 


r 


collector's  item 


Call  1-918-742-6447  for 
a  two-minute  demo 
featuring  songs  from 
the  recording! 


f  you'd  like  your  own 
personal  copy  of 

Vision  of  Blue. ..Heart  of 
Gold,  write  to: 


Vision  of  Blue 

c/o  Moo  Town  Records 

P.O.  Box  6336 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma  74148 

Enclose  $9.95  per  cassette  or 
$14.95  per  compact  disc,  plus 
$1.00  shipping/handling  per  copy. 
Moo  Town  Records  will  pledge  a 
percentage  of  every  copy  sold  to 
a  new  FFA  Scholarship  Fund. 


\^ 


ment  in  FFA  is  something  that  can 
really  change  our  lives.  Our  com- 
mitment to  quality  and  integrity 
will  help  us  no  matter  what  voca- 
tion we  choose.  I  hope  in  some 
small  way  this  project  can  help 
some  people  see  that."« 

Wanna  be  in  Jared's  first 
music  video?  jared  Tyler  is 
looking  for  videotapes  and 
photos  to  use  in  the  video  for 
his  song  "Livestock  Show.  " 
Put  together  your  best  one- 
minute  video  of  you  and  your 


o 
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here,  in  the  leg- 
endary Bradley 

Barn  recording  studio,  the  same 
studio  where  Patsy  Cline,  Conway 
Twitty  and  Loretta  Lynn  once 
recorded,  that  Jared  got  his  first 
tasi.;'  of  big  league  pressure. 

"i       irding  in  the  Bradley  Barn 
is  kini      '  like  being  interrogated 
by  the  \       '  j's  best  prosecutor," 
recounts  _     ,   !,  "One  of  the  most 
intimidatin;.     :  ^ments  was  in  the 
studio,  sitting  n  two  of  the 


nitment  to  quality  and  Integrity  will 
0  matter  what  vocation  we  choose." 


dedicated  mail  order  address  and 
will  promote  the  record  at  various 
FFA  events  in  the  months  ahead, 
including  the  national  FFA  conven- 
tion in  November.  But  he's  quick  to 
stress  that  there's  more  than  music 
on  this  compact  disc. 

"I  think  a  lot  of  people  don't 
really  know  what  we  are  all 
about,"  Jared  explains.  "They 
don't  understand  that  our  involve- 


animals  at  home,  at  shows,  or 
wherever.  Or,  if  you  don't  have 
a  video  camera,  send  in  a  few 
photos.  Entries  should  be  sent 
to  Moo  Town  records  at  the 
address  above  and  should  be 
received  no  later  than  July  3 1 , 
1996.  If  you  want  your  materi- 
als returned,  be  sure  to  send 
a  self-addressed  mailer  with 
appropriate  postage.  Be  creative! 


INVEST  IN 
THE  FUTURE 
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The  future  of  agriculture  is  in  your  hands.  The  past  can 
be  too.  For  a  donation  of  $  1 50.00  or  more  to  the  National 
FFA  Foundation,  you  can  ensure  a  bright  future  for  tomor- 
row's agricultural  leaders  and  own  a  replica  of  a  tractor 
that  was  a  leader  in  its  time. 

To  honor  50  years  of  AGCO  support  for  the  FFA.  we're 
offering  a  limited  edition,  1/16  scale,  die-cast  replica  of 
the  Allis-Chalmers  WD-45. 


Get  a  Piece 

of  the  past 


You  won't  believe  the  detail  -  from  the  distributor  cap 
and  oil  filter  to  the  clutch  pedal  and  steerable.  mounted 
front  axle.  And  it  proudly  displays  the  commemorative 
inscription  and  decal  to  set  it  apart  from  general  produc- 
tion models. 

Invest  in  the  future  and  get  a  piece  of  the  past.  But 
hurry  —  this  is  a  one-time  offer,  limited  to  1 ,500  tractors. 

*Separate  from  any  continuing  contribution  program.  S75  of  each  SI50  contribution  is  lax  deductible. 


Order  form  for  FFA  limited  Edition  Allis-Chalmers  WD-45 

(Musi  be  street 

address. 

not  P.O.  Box;  Sent  UPS  unless 

absolutely  unavoidable.) 

ORDERED  BY: 

SHIP  TO: 

Name 

Name 

Address 

Address 

Citv 

State 
(evenins) 

_  Zip 

Citv 

State 

Zip 

Phone (dav) 

Total  Contribution  ((S  S150  p 

'^^&'   Ouanlitv: 

^r  tractor) 

Send  check  payable  to:  The  National  FFA  Foundation 

P.O.  Box  45205.  Madison.  WI  53744.  Payment  processed  upon  receipt. 


Production  will  be  limiled  to  L5(K)  tractors.  Fax  (60S)  S;9-3195 

~    To  order  by  credit  card,  call  (608)  829-3105. 
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Art  Paulsrud,  a  commoditiesbro^V  at  the    ;' 
Chicago  Merchantile  Exchanga,  ^m^  ^'^ 
busy  day  by  tracking  the  lateW  doPblopments 
in  the  hog  and  cattle  markets. 
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Paulsrud  discusses  business  with  another 
former  FFA  member  and  commodities  broker 
while  riding  the  CME  elevator  down  to  the 
trading  floor. 


Take  a  peek  inside  the  action-packed 
livestock  futures  pits  at  the  Chicago  IVIercantile 
Exchange  with  former  FFA  member 
and  veteran  commodities  broker  Art  Paulsrud 


As  the  9  a.m.  starting  bell  sounds  at  the  Chicago 
Mercantile  Exchange,  the  hog  and  cattle  futures 
pits  rumble  into  action.  Hundreds  of  men  and  women 
in  vibrantly  colored  jackets  begin  their  daily  routine 
of  shouting  out  livestock  orders,  waving  their  hands 
and,  on  occasion,  grabbing  each  other  by  the  lapels  as 
they  attempt  to  get  the  attention  of  other  traders. 

by  Carlotta  Mast 


,  Paulsrud 
uses  a  simple  system  of  hand  signals  to 
alert  other  livestock  traders  he's  in  the  mar- 
ket to  buy. 


,  ADM  Investor 
Services.  While  on  the  floor,  he  must  keep 
ADM's  clients  up  to  date  on  what's  going  on 
in  the  livestock  markets. 


isn't  all  screaming 
and  running  around.  At  times,  like  this  one, 
the  pace  slows  down  enough  to  joke  around 
with  others  on  the  floor. 
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Join  Iheaction 

Want  to  learn  more  about  the  com- 
modities marltet  and  experience 
what  trading  is  like  first  hand?  The 
National  FFA  Organization  sponsors 
two  commodities  marketing  programs 
that  allow  its  members  to  do  just  that: 

■  Commodity  Marketing  Activity: 

This  program  gives  FFA  members  an 
opportunity  to  experience  commodity 
trading  in  a  real-life  setting.  During  a 
six-week  session,  teams  of  three  to 
six  FFA  members  pick  a  minimum  of 
three  commodities  to  track  and  trade. 
The  teams  call  in  their  orders  to  the 
Stewart-Peterson  Group,  a  commodity 
brokerage  firm.  Students  experience 
real  prices  and  market  conditions  but 
do  not  exchange  money.  Teams 
monitor  their  commodities  every  day 
using  Stewart-Peterson's  AgEd 
Network  and  take  a  100  question 
test  at  the  end  of  the  session. 
Winners  are  chosen  at  the  state  level 
based  on  their  trading  and  test 
performance.  Two  Commodity 
Marketing  Activity  sessions  run 
each  year  in  the  spring  and  fall.  Up 
to  three  teams  may  participate  from 
each  school.  The  Commodity 
Marketing  Activity  is  sponsored  by 
the  Stewart-Peterson  Group,  the 
Chicago  Mercantile  Exchange  and 
Data  Transmission  Network. 

■  Commodity  Cliallenge: 

In  this  annual  activity,  FFA  members 
select  a  commodity  to  research  and 
track,  and  then  write  a  final  report  on 
their  findings.  Each  chapter  selects  a 
Commodity  Challenge  winner  based 
upon  the  thoroughness  and  quality 
of  the  report.  The  chapter  winners 
advance  to  the  state  level  and  then 
to  the  national  level.  Six  national 
winners  receive  a  free  trip  to 
Chicago  to  spend  three  days  at  the 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  including  a 
visit  to  the  action-packed  trading  floor. 
I    The  Commodity  Challenge  is  spon- 
sored by  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade. 

For  more  information  on  how  to  take 
pari  ;-:  these  programs,  call  Greg 
Egs;?  -t  ;he  National  FFA  Center, 
703/3t>;  -,oOO,  ext.  264. 
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While  they  ma)        k  a  httle  silly  at 
first  glance,  these        -F.  members  are 
doing  some  serious  u  !^l.!css.  They 
form  the  backbone  of  oi  c  of  the  most 
raucous  marketplaces  in  the  w  orld — 


one  in  which  billions  of  dollars  worth 
of  livestock  futures  and  options  con- 
tracts exchange  hands  daily. 

One  such  CME  member  is  Art 
Paulsrud,  a  former  FFA  member  and  15- 
year  CME  commodity  broker.  Sporting  a 
red  cotton  jacket  and  a  Looney  Tunes 
necktie,  Paulsrud  maneuvers  his  way 
from  the  pork  bellies  pit  to  the  live  cattle 
pit  in  his  quest  to  buy  and  sell  livestock 
futures  and  options  contracts  for  his 
employer,  ADM  Investor  Services  Inc. 

The  CME  offers  brokers  like  Paulsrud  a 
place  to  conduct  their  commodities  trad- 
ing business  through  the  purchase  and 
sale  of  futures  and  options  contracts 
without  having  to  trek  from  farm  to 
farm  across  the  globe.  Futures  trading 
gives  investors  a  way  to  make  money 
through  speculating,  and  farmers  and 
commercial  businesses  a  tool  for  lessen- 
ing the  risks  of  doing  business  through 
hedging.  Working  together,  speculators 
and  hedgers  make  up  the  action-packed, 
often  chaotic  futures  market. 

"What's  happening  on  the  floor  looks 
totally  chaotic,  but  believe  me,  it  is  fairly 
well-organized,"  reassures  Paulsrud,  who 
left  a  life  of  farming  in  a  small  town  in 
western  Iowa  in  1977  to  pursue  a  career 
in  the  commodities  market. 

"It's  like  watching  a  bee  hive.  You  can 
sit  there  and  look  at  it,  but  if  you  don't 
know  anything  about  bees,  then  you're 
probably  going  to  think  they  all  look  the 
same  and  they're  all  just  going  every- 
where. But  if  you  know  a  lot  about  bees, 
\()u  know  there  are  certain  ones  doing 
certain  jobs  and  that  it  really  is  orderly." 

Like  bees,  everyone  on  the  CME  floor 
performs  very  specific  and  important  job 
functions,  and  the  colorful  jackets  help 
distinguish  the  people  who  are  actually 
doing  the  trading  from  company  clerks 
and  the  CME  officials  monitoring  the 
action  in  the  pits.  Aside  from  trading 
livestock  commodities  from  9  a.m.  to 
I  p.m.  daily  at  the  CME,  Paulsrud's  job 
requires  him  to  keep  abreast  of  what's 
going  on  in  cattle  and  hog  markets  so 
that  he  can  make  trading  suggestions  and 
market  predications  for  ADM's  clients. 
He  spends  his  mornings  and  afternoons 
tracking  market  trends,  writing  wire 
reports  about  the  hog  and  cattle  markets, 
and  trying  to  make  the  best  predictions 
about  what  may  happen  in  the  markets. 

"What  you  are  doing  on  the  trading 
floor  is  a  lot  like  going  to  Las  Vegas," 
says  Paulsrud,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Maple  Valley  FFA  Chapter  in  Banbury, 
Iowa.  "It's  guessing  which  way  the  mar- 


ket is  going  to  ebb  and  flow,  and  working 
with  lots  of  other  people  who  are  trying 
to  do  the  same  thing.  You  can  never  be 
absolutely  sure  what  will  happen  next." 

Lei's  make  a  deal 

In  order  to  trade  at  the  CME,  a  person 
must  have  what  is  called  a  "seat."  A  full 
CME  seat  costs  upwards  of  $700,000. 
Only  traders — people  who  trade  for 
themselves — or  brokers — people  like 
Paulsrud  who  are  licensed  to  trade  for 
customers — can  buy  or  sell  futures  or 
options  on  the  exchange  floor.  Floor 
trading  only  occurs  during  specified 
hours  of  the  day.  The  cattle  and  hog  pits 
are  open  for  business  from  9  a.m.  to 
1  p.m.  During  this  time,  CME  members 
call  out  their  commodity  bids  and  offers 
in  the  hope  of  attracting  a  buyer  or  seller. 

"There's  a  buyer  and  a  seller  for  every 
contract  traded,"  Paulsrud  explains.  "At 
the  CME,  transactions  take  place  verbally. 
You  might  grab  hold  of  somebody  or 
give  them  a  pat  on  the  back  to  make  sure 
they  understand  you've  just  made  a  trade 
with  them.  You  always  double-check  to 
make  sure  the  deal  went  through." 

The  key  to  successful  trading  is  to  buy 
low  and  sell  high,  Paulsrud  says.  Pretty 
simple.  Who  determines  futures  prices? 
The  traders  do.  Following  basic  laws  of 
supply  and  demand,  if  more  traders  are 
looking  to  buy  pork  bellies  than  there 
are  sellers,  the  price  goes  up.  The  price 
falls  if  more  traders  are  trying  to  sell 


After  has  signaled  the 

end  of  trading  for  the  livestock  pits, 
Paulsrud  reviews  his  trades  for  the  day 
with  a  CME  clerk. 


their  commodities  than  there  are  buyers. 
All  in  ail,  prices  are  determined  by  what 
buyers  are  willing  to  pay  for  a  commodi- 
ty. If  two  traders  are  offering  to  sell  a 
commodity  for  the  same  price,  a  trader 
looking  to  buy  will  trade  with  the  person 
closest  to  him. 

Not  surprisingly,  all  of  this  face-to- 
face  deal  making  can  result  in  some 
hot  tempers. 

"The  floor  is  a  pretty  tough  place  to 
compete  in  because  everybody  is  trying 
to  take  advantage  of  everybody  else," 
Paulsrud  notes.   "It's  not  uncommon  for 
a  wrestling  match  to  break  out  on  the 
floor.  People  say  and  do  things  in  the 
heat  of  battle  that  they  wouldn't  do  at 
the  supper  table." 

Quick  ttiinking 

While  traders  usually  shuffle  around  the 
pits  for  about  four  hours  ever)'  day  con- 
ducting their  trading  business,  most  types 
of  trading  transactions  must  occur  within 
the  opening  and  closing  sessions.  That 
means  members  generally  have  about  30 
seconds  at  the  start  of  trading  and  then 
again  at  the  end  to  buy  or  sell  their  con- 
tracts, whatever  the  case  may  be. 

"Thirty  seconds  does  not  seem  very 
long,  but  a  lot  of  stuff  gets  done  in  that 
window  of  time,"  Paulsrud  says.  "People 
down  here  have  been  domg  this  for  a 
long  time,  and  we're  all  fairly  capable  of 
getting  a  lot  of  things  done  in  a  hurry." 

Of  course,  mistakes  or  out-trades  do 


r 


l^adetalkin' 


When  talking  shop,  commodity 
traders  seem  to  speak  their  own 
language.  The  Chicago  Mercantile 
Exchange  offers  the  lowdown  on  the 
following  market  terms: 

■  B63ri  Someone  who  thinks  prices 
are  going  down.  A  bear  market  is  one 
in  which  prices  are  declining. 

■  DUIII  Someone  who  thinks  prices  are 
going  up.  A  bull  market  is  one  in  which 
prices  are  rising. 

■  Cash  commodity:  The  actual 

physical  commodity  as  distinguished 
from  a  futures  commodity. 

■  Closing:  The  period  of  time  at  the 
end  of  the  trading  session. 

■  COntrSCt:  These  are  legally  binding 
agreements  made  on  the  trading  floor 
to  buy  or  sell  a  physical  commodity  or 
financial  instrument  in  the  future. 
Contracts  are  the  trading  units  of  futures 
and  options,  and  describe  everything 
about  what  is  being  traded. 

■  Floor  broker:  a  member  of  an 
exchange  who  is  paid  a  fee  for 
executing  orders  for  customers  on  the 
trading  floor.  All  floor  brokers  are 
licensed  by  the  Commodity  Futures 
Trading  Commission,  a  federal  agency 
that  oversees  futures  trading. 

■  Floor  irBdOr:  An  exchange  member 
who  generally  trades  for  his/her  own 
account  or  for  an  account  he/she 
controls.  Also  referred  to  as  a  "local." 


■  FUIUrOS:  a  term  used  to  designate  all 
contracts  covering  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  something — livestock,  grain,  a  foreign 
currency,  etc. — for  future  delivery  at  a 
predetermined  price. 


■  Futures  excliange:  This  is  where 

futures  and  options  contracts  change 
hands  between  buyers  and  sellers. 
The  CME  is  a  futures  exchange. 

■  Heuge!  someone  in  business  hedges 
by  buying  or  selling  a  futures  contract, 
not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  profit,  but  as  a  means  of  protecting 
the  business  from  risk. 

■  LOngi  When  you're  long,  it  means 
you've  bought  something  and  still  own  it. 

■  Opening:  The  period  of  time  at  the 
beginning  of  the  trading  session  during 
which  all  transactions  are  considered 
made. 

■  Option:  A  contract  that  gives  you 
the  right — but  not  the  obligation — to  buy 
or  sell  something  at  a  specified  price  at 
a  predetermined  time. 

■  Out-trade:  a  trading  mistake.  A 
common  out-trade  is  when  a  trader 
buys  when  he/she  should  have  sold. 

■  Position:  what  you  are  in  the 
market,  either  long  (you've  bought)  or 
short  (you've  sold). 

■  seat:  a  membership  at  a  futures 
exchange  that  gives  a  person  the  right 
to  trade  at  that  exchange.  To  qualify  for 
a  seat,  a  person  must  be  investigated 
by  the  exchange  and  pass  a  trading  test. 
The  price  of  a  CME  seat  hit  a  record 
high  in  1994  of  $760,000. 

■  Snort:  when  you're  short,  it  means 
you've  sold  in  the  market  and  have  an 
obligation  to  deliver  the  commodity. 

■  Speculator:  a  person  who  tries  to 
anticipate  which  direction  prices  will 
move  and  attempts  to  make  a  profit 
through  buying  and  selling  contracts. 

A  speculator  has  no  interest  in  actually 
receiving  or  delivering  a  commodity. 


,  Paulsrud  still 
has  work  to  do  before  going  home.  He  heads 
back  to  his  office  to  write  final  market  reports 
for  ADM. 


occur — even  for  Paulsrud,  who  started 
his  day  by  buying  cattle  for  a  client  when 
he  was  supposed  to  be  selling  them. 

"Out-trades  happen  more  than  you'd 
like,"  Paulsrud  says.  "You'd  think  some- 
thing like  that  would  be  easy  to  avoid, 
but  you  get  thinking  about  something 
and  all  of  a  sudden  your  order  gets 
turned  around." 

Paulsrud  doesn't  let  mistakes  keep 
him  from  getting  his  job  done,  though. 
After  immediately  correcting  his  error, 
he  moves  on  to  his  next  order  of  busi- 


ness in  the  pork  bellies  pit. 

"There's  a  lot  of  ups  and  downs, 
but  you  kind  of  get  used  to  that  or 
you  get  out  of  the  business,"  he 
explains.  "I  guess  I've  gotten  used  to  it. 
From  the  time  the  bell  rings.  I  spend 
most  of  my  day  adjusting  to  change. 
If  you  don't  like  change,  you  wouldn't 
like  working  on  the  trade  floor. 

"But  the  job  is  fim,  exciting  and 
stimulating.  I  go  home  really  tired  even.- 
da\'.  And  I  look  forward  to  coming  in 
the  nexT  dav."  ■ 


SttOUIJD'VE 


"/  have  so  much  respect  for  this  Association.  The  programs  associated 

with  FFA  and  the  Ahimni  Association  empower  young  people  to 

achieve.  So,  I  want  to  help  in  any  way  I  can. " 

Whether  you  were  an  FFA  member  or  not,  you  can  join  the  National  FFA 
Alumni  Association.  Ty  England  wasn't  an  FFA  member  but  enjoys  every 
minute  of  his  Alumni  membership.  Your  support  can  help  to  ensure  the 
continued  success  of  America's  premier  leadership  organization. 


Now  we're  asking  you  to  join  the 
National  FFA  Alumni  Association  today! 


Name 


Address: 


City: 


Phone: 


Local  Alumni  Affiiiate/FFA  Chapter: 

riii  out  this  curd  and  mail  it  in  for  more  information,  or  send  it  in  with  your  low  annual  fee 
of  $7. 00  to:  the  National  FFA  Alumni  Association,  5632  Mt.  Vernon  Memorial  Hwy. 
■   A  mdria,  VA  22309  or  call  us  at  (703)  360-3600.  ext.  293. 


the  world's  quickest 


personality  quiz 


It's  not  scientific. ..it's  just  plain  fun.  And  if  you've  got 
tliis  one-question  quiz  ma«f  *"  -  "Me  bit  about  Vui 


If  you  get  the  opportunity  to  attend 
a  Made  For  Excellence  workshop, 
you'll  discover  more  about  what 
makes  you  tick  than  you  ever  imag- 
ined. Plus,  you'll  learn  to  turn  your 
unique  personality  traits  into  effective 
ways  of  interacting  with  others. 

In  the  meantime,  FFA  New  Horizons 
devised  a  personality  quiz  of  our  own. 
Just  answer  one  simple  question — and 
then  see  if  your  response  really  reflects 
your  personality!  Here  goes: 

The  following  statement  best  describes 
me:  (Choose  only  one.) 

A.  I  seek  achievement  through  self- 
improvement. 

B.  I  seek  unique  accomplishments  and 
like  to  dominate  activities. 

C.  I  seek  to  control  situations  through 
influence  and  authority. 

D.  I  seek  personal  happiness  through 
reaching  the  best  solutions. 

E.  I  seek  steady  personal  progress  in 
my  role  or  office. 

F.  I  seek  personal  happiness  through 
my  interactions  with  others. 

Got  your  letter?  Now  check  the  key 
at  the  bottom  of  the  page  and  read  all 
about  yourself.  Or  at  least  as  much  as 
we  could  fit  in  a  sentence  or  two! 


Achiever 

Like  Microsoft  Chairman  Bill  Gates, 
you  are  competitive,  persistent, 
methodical,  deliberate,  industrious  and 
resourceful.  You're  constantly  trying  to 
improve  yourself  but  you  may  fear 
others  who  have  competing  goals. 

Appraiser 

Both  President  Clinton  and  you  are 
enthusiastic,  spontaneous  and  intense. 
You're  also  sociable,  charming, 
diplomatic  and  somewhat  of  a  perfec- 
tionist. On  the  other  hand,  you  may 
fear  looking  bad  to  others  and  losing 
on  issues  that  are  important  to  you. 

Counselor 

If  you're  warm,  enthusiastic,  person- 
able, patient,  friendly  and  deliberate, 
you  fit  the  profile  of  the  counselor. 
Like  TV  host  Oprah  Winfrey,  you're 
at  your  best  when  helping  people,  but 
you  also  avoid  having  to  pressure 
others  to  get  things  done. 

Creator 

Similar  to  country  music  sensation 
Reba  McEntire,  you  are  direct, 
innovative,  pioneering,  forceful, 
analytical  and  calculating.  You 
strive  to  be  unique.  But,  you  may 


fear  not  being  able  to  perform  up  to 
personal  standards. 

Captain 

Like  NBA  superstar  Michael  Jordan, 
you  are  direct,  daring,  enthusiastic, 
sociable,  charming  and  spontaneous. 
You're  at  your  best  when  you're  in 
control  of  the  situation.  However, 
you  may  worry  about  looking  too 
soft  or  controllable  to  others. 

Investigator 

Retired  four-star  general  Colin 
Powell  and  you  are  methodical, 
deliberate,  persistent,  cautious, 
restrained  and  analytical.  Occasion- 
allv,  you'll  display  controlling  actions 
as  you  seek  a  steady  increase  in 
personal  achievements.  You  may 
need  to  work  on  being  less  critical — 
of  others  and  yourself. 

Regardless  of  which  profile  you  may  fit, 
remember  it  takes  them  all  to  make  life 
interesting!  To  learn  more  about  the 
Made  For  Excellence  conference,  call 
Frank  Saldana  at  the  National  FFA 
Center,  703/360-3600,  ext.  239.  ■ 
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Taking  on  too  much  in  your 

quest  for  success? 
It's  probably  time  to  focus, 
balance  and  prioritize. 


feeling  stressed?  Overloaded? 
Exhausted?  Maybe  you're  doing 
too  much — or  using  your  time 
poorly. 

Tanya  Riggan,  18,  president  of  the 
Louisa-Muscatine  FFA  Chapter  in  Letts, 
Iowa,  can  relate.  "During  my  first  year 
of  high  school,  I  wanted  to  do  every- 
thing," she  says.  "I  took  on  a  lot  of 
projects  and  activities,  but  ended  up 
weeding  things  out  and  prioritizing. 

"I  really  liked  FFA,  so  I  put  that  first," 
she  says.  "And  I  put  sports  second  and 
my  job  third." 

Riggan  took  advanced-placement 
classes  her  senior  year,  worked  in  the 
dairy  department  of  the  Hy-Vee  grocery 
store,  ran  on  the  track  team,  participated 
in  the  4-H  Club,  entered  an  Angus  heifer 
in  the  county  fair  and  raised  two  calves 
while  she  led  her  FFA  chapter. 

"I  started  keeping  a  list  of  things  I 
had  to  get  done,"  she  says.  "1  learned  to 


o 
i 


balanc 


delegate  in  FFA  committee  meetings, 
and,  at  the  end  of  the  semester,  when 
things  got  really  crazy,  I  just  did  one 
thing  at  a  time  until  it  was  finished." 

Ending  one  project  before  starting 
another  is  effective,  says  Joanne 
LaBrake,  co-director  of  the  center  for 
organizational  development  at  Saint 
Michael's  College  in  Colchester, 
Virginia.  "If  you're  interrupted  while 
you're  working  on  a  project  and  start 
something  new,  you  start  to  feel  scat- 
tered," she  says.  "Finish  your  projects 
and  prioritize  them.  Set  goals  and  ask 
yourself  throughout  the  day,  'is  this 
helping  me  achieve  my  goals?'" 

You  can  also  squeeze  more  in  your 
day  if  you  keep  a  schedule,  avoid 
distractions,  work  during  your  peak 
hours  and  establish  deadlines,  says 
Lt.  Donald  Keating,  director  of  public 
affairs  for  the  U.S.  Army  Cadet 
Command.  "Work  when  you're  at 
your  best.  Working  overtime  leads  to 
physical  and  mental  fatigue  and  hours 
are  lost  solving  problems  a  clear  mind 
can  solve  in  seconds.  Set  intermediate 
deadlines  and  check  your  progress.  If 
you  have  delegated  a  task,  use  your 
deadline  to  make  sure  the  job  is  being 
done.  And  be  fle.xible.  Plan  for  the 
unexpected  and  leave  some  holes  in 
your  schedule,"  Lt.  Keating  says. 

Jim  Grant,  a  sophomore  at  the 
Milwaukee  School  of  Engineering, 
knows  how  critical  flexibility  is  in  his 
schedule.  He  is  pursuing  a  double 
major  in  computer  engineering  and 
business  systems  and  management, 
and  he  works  in  the  ag  marketing 
department  of  Case  Corporation  in 
Racine,  Wisconsin.  Grant  takes  17  to 
18  credit  hours  a  quarter,  works  19 


hours  a  week  and  says  his  ideal  priori- 
ty list  is  church,  followed  by  family, 
friends,   school  and  work.  "However, 
things  often  get  pushed  around,  and  it 
usually  ends  up  the  exact  opposite," 
he  says.  "I  generally  plan  my  school 
schedule,  then  my  work  schedule.  My 
girlfriend  reserves  either  Friday  or 
Saturday  evening,  and  the  rest  of  the 
weekend  I  spend  catching  up  on 
homework  or  going  to  church." 

But  this  hectic  pace  isn't  for  every- 
one, and  you  should  set  realistic  goals. 

"The  general  rule  is,  for  every  hour 
spent  in  class,  allow  two  hours  for 
homework,"  says  Julia  Phillips,  a 
psychologist  and  counselor  at  the 
University  of  Akron,  Ohio.  "And 
spend  no  more  than  60  hours  a  week 
on  job-related  and  school-related 
work.  Though  personally,  I  find  60 
hours  a  demanding  schedule.  You  have 
to  be  in  tip-top  shape,  both  mentally 
and  physically,  to  work  that  hard." 

So  if  you  find  you've  bitten  off  more 
than  you  can  chew,  readjust. 

"You  might  select  some  things  to 
back  out  of,  or  you  might  renegotiate 
your  responsibilities,"  says  Kathy 
Frizzell,  a  counselor  at  Parkland 
College,  Champaign,  Illinois.  "Be 
honest  and  tell  people  what  you  need 
to  change  in  your  life  and  why.  Use 
the  old  adage,  'Pay  yourself  first.' 

"You're  making  personal  and 
professional  decisions  that  will  impact 
the  rest  of  your  life,  so  periodically  ask 
yourself,  'Where  am  I  going?  What  do 
I  want  out  of  life?  What  do  I  most 
enjoy  and  is  it  in  my  life  now?'  Get  in 
touch  with  your  values  and  make  your 
life  consistent  with  them.  Don't  lose 
sight  of  what's  important."* 


big  act 

^^Kt^^w  by  Brenda  Wilhelmson 


worked? 

Look  for  these  warning  signs 

■  It  seems  like  you  always  have  a 
cold,  a  headache,  the  flu 

■  You  blow  deadlines  and  skip  school 
to  do  your  homework 

■  You're  not  getting  along  with  your 
friends,  family,  teachers  or  bosses 

■  You're  accident-prone  or  angry 

■  You're  walking,  talking  and  eating 
faster 

■  You  avoid  people  because  socializ- 
ing stresses  you  out 

■  You  feel  anxious  or  depressed 

■  Your  sleeping  and  eating  patterns 
have  changed 

Man^nfiig     day 

e  asked  our  panel  of  time 
management  experts  how  busy 
FFA  members  can  use  their  time 
more  wisely,  efficiently  and  healthfully. 

One  thing  at  a  time,  its  always 

better  to  complete  one  task  before 
starting  another.  Having  too  many 
balls  (half-finished  projects)  in  the 
air  can  make  you  feel  even  busier 
than  you  really  are. 

Plan,  plan,  plan,  scheduling  your 
day — realistically — is  a  key  time 
management  technique.  But  don't 
book  every  last  minute.  Allow  time 
for  relaxation,  for  reflection  and  for 
the  unexpected. 

Set  deadlines,  it's  easier  to  get 

there  when  you  know  when  you  have 
to  be  there.  Make  your  deadlines 
realistic — and  stick  to  them. 

Prioritize,  what's  more  important— 
your  part-time  job  or  improving  your 
grades?  It's  not  always  easy,  but  you 
need  to  evaluate  how  your  activities 
rate  in  importance,  and  devote  time 
to  them  accordingly. 

Evaluate,  it's  just  as  important  to 
occasionally  stop  and  evaluate  your 
priorities  as  it  is  to  set  them  in  the 
first  place.  This  is  especially  impor- 
tant if  you  feel  overwhelmed  by 
your  responsibilities.  Sit  down, 
make  a  list,  evaluate  and  readjust. 

For  more  information  on  how  to 
manage  your  time,  consider  attend- 
ing the  Washington  Leadership 
Conference  or  Made  For  Excellence 
Conference.  Call  703/360-3600, 
ext.  239  for  details. 
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It's  a  barnyard^  Stuff  fiappens. 

And  wfiat  it  does  to  boots  isn't  pretty. 
That's  wfiyjuslin  engineered  a  boot  to  handle  barnyard 
acid,  mud  and  salts.  With  stain  and  water-resistant  features. 
Like  rust-proof  hardware,  Goodyear  welted  construction. 
A  flexible  one-piece  sole.  And  a  patented 

breathable  leather  that  keeps  the  weather 
outside  and  your  foot  dry  inside. 
You  could,  of  course, 

wear  any  boot  in  the  barnyard. 
But  you'd  better 
watch  your  step. 


One-way  patented 
WeottierTuff  Leotfier  lets 
moisture  out  but  never  in. 


|BP^', 


UFE  STARTS  Wa 
l»    BE  WBIL-EOUIPP. 

JUSTIN'S  WEATHERTUFF  BOOT. 
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Animal  lovers! 

I       Home  study  prepares  you  lor  great  jobs 

I  in  animal  care  and  veterinary  assistance. 
Free  literature:  800-223-4542 

I    Name _^ Ago 

Address _.   Phono  (  ) 

I    City/Stole  Zip 

School  of  Animal  Science,  Dept.  CCH634 
I    PCDI,  6065  Rosweii  Road,  Atlanta.  GA  30328 


CLEARFIELD™  DEGRADABLE 
PLASTIC  BALER  TWINE 

displayed  at  KC  show! 

For  nearest  dealer 

call  1-800-225-8946 


TRAIN  FOR 

A  CAREER 

ASA 

VETERINARY 

TECHNICIAN 

Bel-Rea  is  the  only  privately  owned  A  V  M  A 
accredited  school  in  the  U.S.  with  its  own 
teaching  hospital.  Our  18  month  Associate 
Degree  program  prepares  you  for  a  caring 
career  with  large  and  small  animals. 

Metro  Denver  -  751-8700 
Toll  Free -1-800-950-8001 

Bel-Rea  Institute  of  Animal  Technology 
1681  S.  Dayton  St.  •  Denver,  CO  80231 

Amencan  Vetennary  Medical  Assn  and  CCA  acciedited 


Become  a 
Professional  Welder! 

i^^      Earn  good  money 

'^"^'^       with  a  rewarding 

,v->  /  career.  High 

V       "  School  grads 

attend  from  23 

j^       '  ,|  states.  Financial 

aid  for  qualified 

'.    •.      '  1  students.  Lie. 

"^    J  :i  byOBPVS 

Michael  P  Lynch,  FFA-lllinois 

Seniors  call  for  free  Welding  Video: 
1  800- WELD  PRO 

TULSA  WELDING  SCHOOL 

3038  Southwest  Blvd. 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma   74107 


^FHJumble 

Unscramble  the  letters  from  the  five  words  to  the  right. 
Then  unscramble  the  circled  letters  to  solve  this  riddle 

WHERE  DO  FFA  MEMBERS  GO  TO  ESCAPE  THE 
SUMMERTIME  BLUES? 


/ 


If  you  don't  figure  it  out,  we'll  give  you  the  answer  in  the 
next  issue! 


D    R    E    O    O 


Q.  What's  the  difference  between  a 
big  hill  and  a  big  pill? 
A.  One  is  hard  to  get  up.  The  other's 
hard  to  get  down. 

PeytonlVHiirnhv 

Imboden,  Arkansas 

Q.  Why  did  the  belt  get  arrested? 
A.  Because  he  was  holding  up  a  pair 
of  pants. 

JoeDavis 

Cochran,  Georgia 

Q.  How  many  sides  does  a  circle  have? 
A.  Two.  Inside  and  outside. 

Lyons 

Raceland,  Louisiana 

Q.  Where  was  the  first  chicken  fried? 
A.  In  Greece. 

Andre" 

Florence,  South  Carolina 

Q.  What  do  you  get  when  you  cross 
Lassie  with  a  rottweiler? 
A.  A  dog  that  will  bite  your  leg  off 
and  then  run  for  help. 

TiniGriffon 

Fredericktown,  Missouri 


Q.  What  did  Ben  Franklin  say  when 

he  discovered  electricity? 

A.  Nothing,  he  was  in  shock! 

jiyputz 

Macksburg,  Iowa 

Q.  What  is  a  hermit? 
A.  A  girl's  baseball  glove. 

Quiroz 

Delano,  California 

Q.  What  did  the  centipede  say  to  the 
other  centipede? 

A.  Ouch,  ouch,  ouch!  You're  stepping 
on  my  foot,  foot,  foot! 

LynBowiing 

Annville,  Kentucky 

Q.  What's  the  best  thing  to  drink 
during  a  marathon? 
A.  Running  water. 

Bu^se!!HerbSt 

Gratiot,  Wisconsin 

There  are  three  kinds  of  people  in  the 
world:  Those  who  can  count,  and 
those  who  can't. 

"terekjohnson 

Macomb,  Oklahoma 


Charlie'snewstrip 

Check  the  box  next  to  your  favorite 
title  for  Charlie's  cartoon  strip,  clip 
out  this  page,  and  send  it  to  "FM 
New  Hon'jo/zs/Name  Charlie"  at  the 
address  below. 

ChooseOne: 

G  Agri-Cultured     G  Agri-Nauts 

Q  Agri-Nuts  J  Charlie  &  Friends 

Q  Charlie  in  the  Agri-Zone 


NAME 

AGE 

ADDRESS 

CITYH-OWN 

STATE/ZIP 

FFA  New  Horizons  will  pay  $5.00  for  each 
joke  selected  for  Last  Laff.  Jokes  must  be 
addressed  to: 

FFA  New  Horizons/Last  Laff 
5632  Mt.  Vernon  Memorial  Highway 
P.O.  Box  15160 
Alexandria,  VA  22309-0160 

in  case  of  duplication,  payment  will  be  for 
the  first  one  received.  Contributions  cannot 
be  acknowledged  or  returned. 


o 

j: 

i 

c 

< 


Name  this  strip!  see  details  above 


CHARLIE  THE  OLYMPIC  SPEEP   ^ 
WOWPEB.  IS  WAV  OUT  AHE^P      j 
Of  THE  PACK.                        y-^—^ 

0 

0              j~-^ 

r^  ANITA  M05T 
BE  CH0t;iN&  ON 
^^rtV   OUST. 

/J 

1' 

M 

-^^ 

^^ls> 

&irr  rtev^  AnVokE  woolc  FEel 
prnilecjEp  to  choke  on 

'CH^RLIE  THE  OLYrtPIAMS  "  PU5T. 


•  vi.' 


by  Jim  Bradshaw 


THAT'S  A  BAP  COU6H 
IS  THAT  GOLP  PUST 
rOURE  CHOKING  ON 

WONPER  8oV  ? 

•     ^\  THINK  AWITA 

'ANP  INEEPTORELEAKN 

C.THE  SPoKTSMAWSriiP 
iV^SKTlDN  IN  TH£  FFA 
■"--,  ^  ciJPE  OP  eruics 


■  ■•<■ — ^<j- 


(3^A6f^l<m^ 


4" 


GROSSRIDEFvS 


8"  FUU  Packer  6"  Ul  Jity  H^er  '^  6"Kjt«Hiker 

1  ne  creation  of  comfort,  versatility  amd  style. 

Works  like  a  toot.    F  eels  like  a  sneaker.    Looks  like  a  million. 

'LrossKitleps  fi'om  InlorseSnoes     by  iKoper. 

Ask  for  tlieoTi  at  finer  western  stores. 


1^' 

^S/' 


A  New  irootprimit  on  tke  American  West 


/VDOESN'T 

MATTER  IF 
YOU  DID 

DIDN'T 

WEAR  it. 


Catch  a  Rising  Star 
IT'S  TRUE.  Whether  \'ou  were  an  FFA  member  or 
not,  you  can  join  the  National  FFA  Alumni  Association 
and  be  a  part  ol  an  organization  that  prides  itself  in  helping 
make  our  children's  lives  better. 

As    member  you  will  take  an  active  part  in  building  your  communit)' 
at  the  local,  sta       nd  national  level,  while  playing  a  vital  role  in  your  children's  lives 
today.  Your  commi.^icnt  helps  ensure  the  continued  success  of  America's  premier 
leadership  organization,  join  the  National  FFA  Alumni  Association. 

Call  the  National  FFA  Alumni  Association  at  (703)  360-3600,  ext.  293  or  mail  in  the  attached  card  today 
for  more  infonnation. 


